
The 2008 LAMA annual 
meeting was held Novem-
ber 14, 2008 in The Audu-
bon Room at Loyola Uni-
versityõs Danna Center in 
New Orleans.  Members 
turned out to discuss group 
business (see minutes on 
page 9) and listen to pres-
entations and panels that 
highlighted the diverse ar-
chival interests throughout 

the state. 
Mark Cave, Curator of 

Manuscripts and Oral His-
torian at The Historic New 
Orleans Collection, pre-
sented òThrough Hell and 
High Water: Katrina First 
Responders Oral History 
Project.ó  THNOC is cur-
rently conducting an ongo-
ing oral history initiative to 
compile recollections from 
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LAMA REPOSITORY  DIRECTORY  NOW  ONLINE   

The directory of reposito-
ries holding historical mate-
rials in Louisiana is now  
available online. The data-
base includes the informa-
tion published as a web page 
in the 1990s and presents it 
in a new searchable format.  
The directory currently 
resides on the developerõs 

server, ready for live test-
ing.  Readers are encour-
aged to test it, understand-
ing that the actual data con-
tains many errors, such as 
missing repositories, mis-
named repositories, reposi-
tories that have disap-
peared, wrong telephone 
numbers, bad spelling, etc.  

Errors in the data or òbugsó 
in the program should be 
reported to Elizabeth Dow.  
LAMA anticipates a general 
cleanup of the data in the 
directory as the second 
phase of this transforma-
tion. 
The directoryõs home page 

has two links in 
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SPECIAL  POINTS  OF 

INTEREST : 

LHRAB Meeting Sum-
mary (page 9) 

Upcoming SSA & SAA 
Annual Meetings Infor-
mation (pages 4, 7) 

LAMA Institution News 
(pages 2, 5, 7) 

NOFD individuals are criti-
cal of the departmentõs 
leadership in the oral histo-
ries.  The NOFD is also 
using the histories to com-
pile an òafter actionó assess-
ment report to be released 
at a future date. 
Cave said that the oral his-

tories cannot be protected 
from a court ordered sub-
poena and as a result it has 
been difficult to garner the 
full cooperation of the 
NOPD, as many officers 
and the organizationõs lead-
ership are extremely defen-
sive about actions taken and 
the events surrounding 
Katrina.  Cave noted that 
the he phenomenon of 
òParallel Provenanceó has 
also been an issue.  In con-
ducting these oral histories, 
Cave noticed several in-

Hurricane Katrina first re-
sponders, especially the 
New Orleans Police De-
partment and the New Or-
leans Fire Department. 
According to Cave, the 

NOFD records, per a confi-
dentiality agreement with 
THNOC, will remain re-
stricted for 25 years from 
the date of the interview 
due to the fact that many 

Mark Cave, Curator of 
Manuscripts and Oral 
Historian at The Historic 
New Orleans Collection, 
presented òThrough Hell 
and High Water: Katrina 
First Responders Oral 
History Projectó at the 
annual meeting.  The pro-
ject is part of an ongoing 
effort to tell and preserve 
the stories of Hurricane 
Katrina emergency per-
sonnel. (Photo courtesy of 
Neil Guilbeau) 

(Cont. pg. 2) 

(Cont. pg. 3) 



The LSU Libraries Special 
Collections recently acquired 
a small but important William 
C. C. Claiborne archive that 
contains very useful sources 
on the territorial post at Nat-
chitoches, relations with the 
Creole French and Spanish 
and Native Americans in the 
Natchitoches area, and efforts 
to establish American rule 
and governmental structure 
in territorial Louisiana.   
The bulk of the eighteen 

item collection dates from 
1805, but documents from 
1805 to 1812 are included.  It 
is comprised primarily of let-
ters from and affidavits taken 
by Dr. John Sibley, Justice of 
the Peace at Natchitoches and 
U.S. Indian Agent. 
Sibleyõs letters are newsy 

and descriptive, and they pro-

 

LAMA DIRECTORY (CONT. FROM PAGE 1) 

òLafayetteó into the Limit 
box.  The limit feature applies 
only to the field upon which 
the particular sort is based.  If 
you test the search described 
in the previous sentence but 
change the sort to City lim-
ited by òLafayetteó you will 
get different results. Below 
the sort section, the user will 
find a search box that pro-
vides full-text searching.  
Users can ask for any numeri-
cal or alphabetic data in a 
repository record.  The data-
base returns the results sorted 
alphabetically by repository 
name. 
The directory itself has a 

long history.  In 1984 the 
Friends of the Louisiana Ar-
chives (which became LAMA) 
published a directory to ar-
chives of academic and large 

public or private collections 
and repositories in Louisiana.  
In 1993 the Society of South-
west Archivists published a 
directory to archival reposito-
ries in its six state region. 
Alfred Lemmon compiled 

the entries for Louisiana add-
ing information on more re-
positories than had appeared 
in the earlier guide, but omit-
ting many smaller reposito-
ries.   
The SSA guide did not in-

clude contact information 
such as e-mail addresses or 
Internet URLs.  Therefore 
LAMA decided to support the 
compilation of a more de-
tailed guide.  The expanded 
guide went onto LAMAõs 
website in 1998, and re-
mained there unchanged until 
2006.That year the student 
chapter of the Society of 

a left-hand column.  Choosing 
View/Find  link takes the 
user to the search interface.  
The top section of the search 
interface allows the user to 
view the database contents 
numerically by zip code or 
alphabetically by Parent Or-
ganization, Repository Name, 
or City. A sort by Parish will 
soon be added.  Below òradio 
buttonó with which the user 
chooses a sort, the user will 
find a box which will Limit 
the search. 
By limiting the search, the 

user actually creates a Boo-
lean òandó search for  two 
elements in one field.  For 
instance, the user can ask for 
a list by Repository but limit 
the search to repositories with 
the term òLafayetteó as part of 
their name by typing 
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American Archivists at LSU-
SLIS decided to take on the 
project of updating the infor-
mation in the Directory.  
They turned to a program-
mer the group advisor Eliza-
beth Dow had worked with 
in her days as an archivist in 
Vermont. 
The programmer, James 

Tranowski, developed the 
database free of charge, rely-
ing completely on the infor-
mation contained in the pre-
vious directory.  
 
-Elizabeth Dow 

 

vide both a sense of the dan-
ger and uncertainty on the 
ambiguous border between 
Spanish Texas and Louisiana 
and local attitudes toward the 
new American government, 
so recently established in 
New Orleans.   
For example, two affidavits 

forwarded by Sibley describe 
instances of òSpanish depreda-
tionsó against citizens in 
which they took horses and 
goods.  Additional affidavits 
record Natchitoches resi-
dentsõ experiences living at 
and knowledge of the location 
of òancientó French posts and 
Caddo settlements, appar-
ently in an attempt to identify 
lands useful for further settle-
ment.  Sibley addresses topics 
from the need to regulate 
weights and measures to dis-

putes about how to handle 
runaway slaves, how national 
politics are playing out lo-
cally, and the sense of those in 
the òInterior of the Territoryó 
that they are being neglected 
in favor of New Orleans.   
In addition to the Sibley let-

ters, the collection includes 
miscellaneous documents 
related to Claiborneõs family, 
a letter from Claiborne to his 
father recommending Gen. 
James Wilkinson (whom he 
describes as having served his 
country with fidelity), and 
two letters from Captain Ed-
ward Turner, Civil Comman-
dant of the District of Natchi-
toches.   
Turnerõs letters further illus-

trate the uneasy relations be-
tween the Creoles and the 
Americans.  He reports the 

Creolesõ òwait and seeó atti-
tude about embracing the 
Americans, with them appar-
ently hoping for the territory 
to be taken by the Spanish, 
and the role religion played in 
the mingling (or not) of the 
two populations.   
This brief description gives 

only a hint of the rich sources 
in this collection.  Though the 
documents are few in num-
ber, their writers were articu-
late, politically savvy, and, 
luckily for us, eager and able 
to convey a sense of the chal-
lenges of their duties and of 
the place in which they found 
themselves.  For additional 
information on this acquisi-
tion, contact Tara Laver at 
tzachar@lsu.edu. 
 
-Tara Laver 

HILL SPECIAL COLLECTIONS ACQUIRES WILLIAM C.C. CLAIBORNE ARCHIVE 
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stances where differing ac-
counts were often given by 
officers and firefighters of 
higher and lower rank, and 
discrepancies emerged be-
tween the oral histories and 
official departmental records. 
The panel for òJewish Louisi-
anaó consisted of Catherine 
Kahn, Archivist at the Touro 
Infirmary Archives, Irwin 
Lachoff, Associate Archivist at 
Xavier University Archives, 
and Mary Linn Wernet, Head 
Archivist and University Re-
cords Officer at Northwest-
ern State University of Louisi-
ana. 
Kahn spoke about Judah 

Touro and the settlement of 
Jews in New Orleans.  Ac-
cording to Kahn, Touro was 
the second Jewish settler in 
New Orleans.  He became a 
recluse after he was wounded 
at the Battle of New Orleans 
and all of his papers were 
burned at his death.  Kahn 
also discussed a collection of 
meeting minutes for the 
Touro Infirmary board and 
hospital registers dating from 
1854-present.  They have 
been organized in an Access 
database, which allows re-
searchers to search by a pa-
tientõs name, disease, date, 
etc.  According to Kahn, 
these will eventually be trans-
ferred to Archon, which will 
allow for the display of re-
lated finding aids. 
Lachoff discussed the devel-

opment of congregations, and 
Orthodox and Conservative 
sects in New Orleans and 
Metairie.  Lachoff said that 
modern scholarship on Jewish 
life in New Orleans needs to 
emphasize how integrated 

Jewish individuals were in the 
larger civic associations and 
fabric of the city.  Jews were 
not just merchants, but also 
sugar planters, businessmen, 
musicians, architects, social 
activists and philanthropists.   
According to Lachoff, the 

state of Jewish community 
records varies between insti-
tutions. For example, the 
Jewish Community Center 
holds records dating back to 
the 1920s and they were 
spared. Unfortunately, de-
spite being raised 15 feet, 
Temple Beth Israelõs records 
were destroyed.  One of Tu-
laneõs major record collecting 
focus continues to be Jewish 
community records; they 
hold papers from four syna-
gogues, prominent rabbis, the 
Jewish Federation of New 
Orleans, and the National 
Council of Jewish Women. 

ship experience from both the 
student and supervisor per-
spective.  According to 
Margot and Turner, the pa-
rameters, goals, and objec-
tives need to be well-
established on each side in 
order for the internship to be 
productive. 
-Brad Wiles & Lisa Werling 

 

2008 LAMA ANNUAL  MEETING (CONT . FROM PAGE 1) 

PAGE 3 SPRING/SUMMER 2009  

Wernet concluded the dis-
cussion with information on 
Jewish history and archival 
sources in Northern Louisi-
ana.  According to Wernet, 
the Cammie G. Henry Re-
search Center in Natchitoches 
holds a significant number of 
Jewish collections cataloged 
by name.  Several collections 
predate the Civil War, indi-
cating a richer Jewish heritage 
for the region than many re-
searchers might expect. 
The third and final panel 

discussion was entitled 
òIntern-al Medicine: Optimiz-
ing the Experience of Student
-Workers,ó and was pre-
sented by Howard Margot 
and Aimee Everett from 
THNOC, Neil Guilbeau from 
Nicholls State University, and 
Bruce Turner from the Uni-
versity of Louisiana-Lafayette.  
The panel discussed intern-

The òJewish Louisianaó panel presentation by Catherine Kahn, Irwin Lachoff, and Mary Linn 
Wernet discussed the long and rich history of Jewish communities in New Orleans and through-
out Louisiana. The panel also provided information on Jewish archival resources and issues of 
documenting Jewish communities in the future. (Photo courtesy of Neil Guilbeau) 

FYI... 

-A copy of the òThrough Hell or 
Highwateró presentation is avail-
able at:  http://muse.jhu.edu/
journals/oral_history_review/
v035/35.1.cave.pdf 

-For more on Jewish Louisiana 
archival resources see: Lachoff 
and Kahnõs, Images of America: The 
Jewish Community of New Orleans 

-For an example of student archi-
val internship guidelines see: 
http://slisweb.sjsu.edu/
classes/294/libr294guide.htm 



Subverting Open Government: 
White House Materials and Ex-
ecutive Branch Politics 
(Scarecrow Press, 2006), and 
Richard B. Cheney and the Rise 
of the Imperial Vice Presidency 
(Praeger, 2009).  Bruce 
Turner, University of Louisi-
ana-Lafayette, will head up a 
panel discussion on State His-
torical Records Advisory 
Boards in the SSA region. 
Judy Riffel of Baton Rouge 
will present òA Genealogistõs 
Perspective on Archival Re-
search.ó  Pati Threatt, 
McNeese State University, 

cords professions?  Though 
itõs still very early in the new 
administration, the initial 
indications are favorable if 
still a bit unclear.  On the 
one hand, Obama has reas-
serted the importance of 
vital records legislation by 
revoking Bushõs executive 
order limiting access to 
presidential records and by 
firmly committing to open-

The election of Barack 
Obama was in many ways a 
repudiation of the previous 
administrationõs adherence to 
secrecy and political expedi-
ence.  Change, accountabil-
ity, and transparency became 
buzzwords in a campaign that 
raised expectations for a new 
approach to governance.   
But what does this mean for 

those in the archives and re-

the administration will throw 
behind pending legislation for 
PAHR ð not to mention ar-
chives and records-related 
initiatives under the aegis of 
the NHPRC, IMLS, Save 
Americaõs Treasures, and 
other national programs that 
address long-term preserva-
tion.  As everyone is acutely 
aware, the Obama admini-

LAMA MEMBERS ON  BOARD FOR SSA 2009: FULL STEAM AHEAD!  

COMMENTARY: NEW ARCHIVES POLICIES UNDER A NEW ADMINISTRATION? 

 

founding director of the UCB 
Human Rights Centers and 
Archives. He has served as an 
analyst of classified docu-
ments for the U.S. govern-
ment, and is currently a con-
sultant for the Institute for 
Defense Analysis, a Pentagon-
funded think tank, to help set 
up and make available elec-
tronic copies of captured al 
Qaeda, Taliban, and Saddam 
Hussein-era records.  He is 
the author of three books 
including The Bush-Cheney 
Administration's Assault on Open 
Government (Praeger, 2008), 

Local Arrangements is on 
course to deliver a warm Lou-
isiana welcome to all atten-
dees of the Society of South-
west Archivists Annual Meet-
ing, May 20-23, 2009, in 
Shreveport. Make your plans 
now to attend SSAõs annual 
meeting and enjoy wonderful 
hotel accommodations, 
Shreveport-Bossier metro 
area entertainment and attrac-
tions, preconference work-
shops, historic tours and local 
landmarks, and a variety of 
meetings complete with ven-
dor and exhibitor displaysñ
plus a chance to visit and net-
work with old and new 
friends.   
LAMA, a Deckhand sponsor, 

is well-represented on what 
promises to be an outstanding 
program headed by keynote 
speaker Bruce P. Montgom-
ery, whose address is entitled 
òFrom Richard M. Nixon to 
George W. Bush: White 
House Materials & Executive 
Branch Secrets.ó  Montgom-
ery is Faculty Director of Ar-
chives at the University of 
Colorado at Boulder and 
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ness and promptness in the 
execution of FOIA requests.  
On the other hand, he has 
continued the Bush admini-
strationõs attempt to block a 
lawsuit requiring the recovery 
millions of emails, previously 
believed to be lost.    
It will be interesting to see 

who Obama selects for the 
U.S. Archivist job (see page 
9), and how much support 

(Cont. pg. 6) 

will describe the LOUISiana 
Digital Library project for a 
session on Managing State-
wide Digital Libraries. Keli 
Rylance, Tulane University, 
will present òThe FEMA 106 
Process and its Impact on 
Regional Archivesó and chair 
the session on architectural 
records. Brad Wiles, LSU-
Baton Rouge, will present 
òRefiguring Post-modernism 
in Archival Appraisal: Lessons 
from the Literary Canon De-
bate,ó in a session on Ap-
praisal and Acquisition 
chaired by Tara Laver, also of 
LSU.  The program addresses 
the broad spectrum of archi-
val practice with sessions for 
just about every interest. Pre-
conference workshops offer 
intense courses in Film Ar-
chives, Paper Conservation, 
and Implementing DACS in 
Integrated Content Manage-
ment Systems using Archon, a 
2-day workshop offered by 
SAA, May 19-20. Conference 
rates will be available at Samõs 
Town on May 18 for those 
attending that workshop.  

(Cont. pg. 7) 


